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SLATE OF OFFICERS 
2009/2010 GUILD YEAR 

 
The slate of officers for the 2009/2010 Guild Year is as 
follows: my apologies if any names are missing… 
Executive: 
President:      Nicolle Rautiainen  
Vice President:       Joan Chabot 
Past President: Annik Bisson     
Treasurer:  Louise Mayer 
Secretary:  Juliet McDonald  
Program:   Pat Jacobson, Myrna Tapper 
Newsletter:  Sharon Bourque 
Membership: Tracy Gunn, Sandra Castonguay     
Librarian:  Dot Manchuk Apprentice: Sue Turgeon   

  Assistants:    Shirley Farquharson, 
Linda Carrey , Lucy St. Amant , Christine Wood  

Committees: 
Cuddle Quilts:       Lynn Binney, Co-person Susan Cardinal 

Assistants:Janet Burns, Colombe Charest,  
Agnes Yorke and Mariette Brunet  

Historian:    Mary Ellen Langlois 
  Assistant: Dorothy McPhail                 
Social Coordinator: Sylvie Thibodeau till Dec 
Christmas Party: Susan Young, Judy Peloso 
In Club Quilt: Patti MacKinnon  
Publicity:  Susan Huot 
Block Lottery: Cathy Grist & Lou Pegararo 
Phone Captain: Doris McLaren  

Assts:Kathy Thomas, June Brown, Lou Pegoraro, 
Linda Carrey, Anita Flesher, Hugette Larose, Nadine 
Ashick, Janet Burns, Mary Stutt, Agnes Yorke 

Blade Sharpening: Jesse Galba 
Secret Pals: Agnes Yorke 

Vice Presidents Message 
Hello fellow guild members! 
Our Year-End Banquet is already upon us. My how time 
has flown by. I wanted to say how much I have enjoyed 
our year together. I have met many nice people and 
learned a few things along the way. I have to say how 
nice and supportive all guild members were to me this 
year. I couldn't have done it without them. We have 
also lost some of our dearest friends this year. We 
will remember them with fond memories. The bus trip 
was very enjoyable. The friends, old and new, were 
great pals to travel with. We had some great jokes 
along the way too. I am sorry if we kept anyone awake. 
Fortunately, we ALL made it home. Looking forward to 
seeing you all at the Banquet,  
Nicolle Rautiainen 
 

Motions passed at Business Meeting 
 
At the business meeting on the 21st of April, two 
amendments were made to our constitution.  

The first one is a change to Article 3 to read: 
Article 3:   Membership in the Guild is open, on 
payment of the prescribed annual fee, to any person 
with an interest in either quilting or stitchery and who 
supports the objectives of the Guild. 
Fees for new members will be the pre-November 
annual fee until January 1st of the Guild Year.  New 
members joining after that date will pay $1 per 
remaining week of the Guild Year.  
This also required the addition of : 

 
N

EW
SL

ET
T

ER
 

                                                                                                                         

SUDBURY AND DISTRICT QUILTING 
AND STITCHERY GUILD 

P.O. BOX 2364, STATION “A” 
SUDBURY, ONTARIO P3A 4S5 

 
©Copyright2009.  All rights reserved.  No part of this newsletter may be 

reproduced without permission from the Sudbury and District Quilting and 
Stitchery Guild 

Apr 28, 2009  Editor– Patti MacKinnon   email: SDQSguild@gmail.com or pattim51@persona.ca 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER:   NO PERFUMES OR SCENTED BODY SPRAYS AT GUILD 
 



 2

Article 8(b) 
In order for members to exhibit at Quilts on the 
Rocks they must have paid the full annual fee in the 
year prior and the year of the exhibition. 
 The second one is to Article 5 of the Guild 
Constitution, the list of guild executive officers. It 
will now include the Cuddle Quilts Co-ordinator as an 
executive member of the guild. In Article 5F, the 
cuddle quilts co-ordinator will no longer liason with the 
Programme co-ordinator. A new Article 5J will be 
introduced detailing the responsibilities of the Cuddle 
Quilts Co-ordinator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

        YEAR END WORKSHOP  
  
    Our year end workshop is now just around the 
corner.  It will take place on May 2 and 3 at the 
Parkside Centre from 9:00 to 4:00.  Guild stitchers 
responded with enthusiasm to Ruth Adams' goldwork 
project and the course filled up within minutes on the 
signup evening.  There are still seven names on the 
waiting list.  The supplies arrived faster than I 
anticipated and everyone now has their kit.  I would 
like to thank Linda Lachance for her help in ordering 
the goldwork supplies.  I would never have been able 
to deliver this workshop without her help.  
  Our guest teacher, Ruth Adams, has been busy 
perfecting her goldwork design for the workshop.  She 
tells me she has stitched three different dragonflies 
so that we can choose which one we prefer to put 
in our piece.  She showed the dragonflies to stitchers 
at her Ottawa Embroidery Guild and those ladies 
thought they were "awesome".  We're going to make a 
goldwork piece that is original and awesome.  How 
sweet is that?  I can hardly wait to get started. 
  Ruth will be our banquet speaker.  She hasn't 
disclosed the theme of her speech to me but I'm sure 
she will  enlighten us on needlework.  Having taught 
secondary school for years, Ruth knows how to hold 
the attention of her audience.   I'm looking forward to 
listening to her and viewing some of her pieces she will 
be bringing with her. 
   It has been my pleasure to serve my guild as 
Yearend Workshop Co-ordinator.  It's been rewarding 
and challenging.  I loved it!   
 Roma Smith, Programme Co-convenor 
 
For all those who have Featherweight sewing 
machines, this site will be of interest to you: 
http://www.singer-featherweight. com/servicemanpix-
pages/Service3.html   

IT'S SEW EASY TOO 
 

Visit Christel and the gals at  the shop and 
see what classes she has upcoming! She has 
a very wide selection of classes, a lot of them 
with instructors from our guild. Maybe you 

will run into a quilt fairy there. 
1313 Lorne St, Unit #4, 

Sudbury, ON, CA P3C 5M9 
Tel/Fax: (705)675-1788 

 Toll Free 1-800-495-7181 
   Owners: Christel Brandle & Tim Robson 

email: itsseweasy@persona.ca 

COUNTRY QUILTER 
 
1191 Lansing Ave, Sudbury, ON 

705-524-6235 
 

Annual Spring Sale!!! 
 

May 9th to the 16th 
1000 bolts at 50% off 

All other fabrics, notions & 
Books 20% off 

(Gift Items and kits not 
included) 

 

 

Nicky's Nook Quilting Services         
 -Nicolle Rautiainen- 

Edge to edge, long-arm quilting 
from crib to king at introductory 

price of $2.25/sq.ft. 
e-mail: nickysnookquiltingservices@live.ca 

or call 692-8780 
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Our Condolences 
It was announced at guild Tuesday night, the 

21st of April,  that Shirley Challis died suddenly over 
the weekend. The visitation was held at Jackson 
Barnard Funeral home Thursday, the 23rd of and the 
service was held at Church of the Ascension, Sparks 
St, Sudbury on the 24th of April. 
 

Membership 
 

In my final article as 
Membership Chair, I want 
to express my thanks to 
Cathy Carr for her 
assistance this past year.  
 I also want to thank the 
Guild members for allowing 

me to serve and to grow in this position for the past 
two years.   
I have enjoyed the opportunity to match more faces 
to names and getting to know you better.  We now 
have 144 members.  This is made up of 13 life 
members, 8 new members, 4 returning members and 
119 renewing members. This represents a drop of 33 
members since the 2006-2007 Guild Year.  Should this 
trend continue we may wish to analyze  the reasons 
and consider a recruitment campaign.  I wish Tracy 
Gunn and Sandra Castonguay much luck next year!    
Sharon Bourque 

 
 

Artist Trading Card 
Challenge 

 
Here is a quick update on the 

ATC challenge for Quilts on the 
Rocks 2010 exhibition.  46 
members are working their 
creative muses to come up with an 
original work of art.  Myrna 
Tapper has offered two 

workshops on construction techniques and we have 
already seen some of the output at “Show and Tell”.  
Here is a reminder of the key dates: 
 

• September 2009- second Guild Meeting –all 
cards must be completed and submitted  

• September 2009- second Guild meeting will be 
Photo night (for those who have not submitted 
a digital photo)  

• October 2 & 3rd, 2009-Quilts on the Rocks 
Exhibition-cards will be displayed and prizes 
determined. 
By now participants should have received 

either an electronic (if you have an email address) or 
hard copy of the registration form.  I have two 
submitted entries including one that came by Canada 
Post (how exciting!). 
 Our twin Guild, the “South Shore Quilters' 
Guild in St. Lambert, Quebec”, is considering a parallel 
challenge and thought is being given to displaying their 
cards at Quilts on the Rocks and our cards would be 
displayed at their show at the end of October.  
 We are very excited to see the results of your 
creative hands. 
Have a great summer! 
Sharon Bourque and Catherine Sloan 
 
 

Thank You Note 
  
This is a note that I have received from Jaquie 
Moffatt who is the nurse working in the Perinatal 
Program.   
Dear Guild Members, 
 I wish that you could see the looks on the 
mother's faces when they are offered one of your 
quilts.   It often brings a big smile on their face and 
that smile does not happen a lot in people who have 
depression and/or high anxiety.  At the end of a 
therapy session I tell them that I have a surprise 
"Fashion show"  They look at me in a puzzled way.  I 
then display all of the quilts one by one and offer 
them one.    
 They are just so beautiful that they often 
have difficulty making the decision of which one they 
would like.  I always show them the label and talk 
about the Guild's wonderful support    of the Perinatal 
Mental Health Program.    
Ladies,  thank you so much for the ongoing support.  
Your kindness does not go unnoticed. 
  
Jackie Moffatt, R.N. 
Perinatal Mental Health Program 
Mental Health and Addiction Services 
Sudbury Regional Hospital 
submitted by Mariette Brunette and Lynn Binney 
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LIBRARY 
  
      The magazine survey completed this year by 
many members indicated that our magazine selection 
is generally acceptable. We decided as a guild to not 
renew our subscription for "Australian Patchwork & 
Quilting" and instead try a new magazine called 
"Quilters' Companion" . Look for this new magazine in 
the fall.  
   Our annual library inventory was completed on 
April 1st.  We have identified the following missing 
books:  
Needlework Classics    Becky Cordello  
Heirloom Sewing    Margaret Pierce  
Deck the Halls     Nancy Smith & Lynda Milligan  
Complete Patchwork & Quilting Course  Kaye Wood  
Basics of Embroidery on Paper  11  Erica Fortgens  
Creative Embroidery on Paper   Erica Fortgens  
Celebrations in Cross Stitch   Lisbeth Perrone  
  
   Please check your libraries at home to see if 
you have  
inadvertently borrowed one of these books without  
signing it out. It is possible that I missed removing  
the file cards for some of these books as we did put a 
lot of books in last year's sale o please check books 
you purchased at the sale last year and let me know if 
you have a book marked "discard" with one of  these 
titles. Thanks in advance for helping me keep the 
inventory straight. The two books identified as missing 
after last year's inventory have been returned to the 
library.    
   Have a relaxing summer holiday but don't 
forget to read your summer library chargeouts and 
find some new ideas.  
The library committee 
 

Cuddle Quilt Report, April 2009 
 
To Quote the Dalai Lama: “When we feel love and 
kindness toward others, it not only makes others feel 
loved and cared for, but it helps us also to develop 
inner happiness and peace.”  There is nothing like a 
quilt to show someone young or older that you care. 
 
For those who did not attend the business meeting, 
the following outlines the participation in the Cuddle 
Quilt Programme by guild members this Guild Year. 
 

• 5 cuddle quilt Saturdays were held with 
between 16-29 participants  

• 28 Guild members donated fabric, orphan 
blocks, squares, panels, scraps, batting, kits 
and thread to the Cuddle Quilt Programme 

• 74 Guild members donated 439 quilted items  
consisting of 223 cuddle quilts, 180 Mini 
Memory Quilts and 36 placemats   

• We distributed 223 cuddle quilts, 153 Mini 
Memory Quilts and 36 Placemats to 14 
organizations.  NOTE: some of the quilts 
included were on hand from the end of last 
year. 

 
Distributed items to date 
 (Sept 2008-Mar 2009) 
 
Recipient Quilts Mini 

memory 
quilts 

Place 
mats 

Hats/ 
Booties/ 
Dress/ 

Receiving  
Blankets 

Children’s 
Aid 

28    

Elizabeth 
Centre 

9    

Ext. 
Falconbridge 

12    

Ext. York 17    
Genevra 
House 

19    

Iris 
Foundation 

4    

Maison Vale 
Inco Hospice 

4 153 36  

M.S. Society 12    
Neonatal 34   47/23/ 

00/19 
Perinatal 
Mental 
Health 

19   00/00/ 
01/00 

Pioneer 
Manor 

15    

Our Children, 
Our Future 

37    

Special 
donation 

2    

St Joseph’s 
Villa 

11    

Total 223 153 36 47/23/ 
01/19 
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Since our last report, we have received quilts, mini 
memory quilts, thread, material and cross stitching 
from Colombe Charest, Florence Ziminski, Janet 
Burns, Juliet McDonald, Dorothy McPhail, Mary Ellen 
Langlois, Mariette Brunette, Liz Kivistik, Marg 
Corrigan, Marg Barton, Agnes Yorke, Susan Cardinal, 
Doris McLaren, Lynn Binney, Carol Mailloux, Roma 
Smith, Dot Manchuk, Betty McLeod, Myrna Tapper, 
Shirley Farquharson, Dorothy Dopson, Lou Pegoraro, 
Kathie Thomas, Suzanne Burke, June Brown, Evelyn 
Yade and Fran Holland.  Again, a huge thank you goes 
out to all these ladies. 
 
If there is any way we can help you organize your 
summer cuddle quilt project(s), just ask.   
 
Submitted by Lynn Binney 
 

Quilts on the Rocks 2009 
 

Time is passing quickly and we have much to do 
over the summer and in the fall when we return. 
 Forms for quilting and stitchery are due by 
the year-end banquet. The forms will be used by the 
display committee to plan the layout of the show, and 
by Gisele Savard to prepare our data for the catalog 
and the labels. Don’t be surprised if you get a phone 
call or email requesting further info over the summer 
if your form is not complete. 
 All who have entered pieces in the show, or 
plan to supply items to the boutique will be required to 
work a 2 hour shift at the show. If you are not 
available Friday or Saturday due to work 
commitments, you can sign up to do the take in on 
Thursday night, or the take down on Sunday. All staff 
will be required to wear a chatelaine, collar or apron 
during your shift. If you do not have one, please 
contact Juliet for the pattern or kit by the end of 
guild year, or arrange to borrow one from another 
member whose shift falls at a different time. The 
Chatelaine, collar or apron identifies our members to 
the viewing public as someone approachable to answer 
questions, etc. 
 In the fall, Cathy Carr will begin posting the 
staffing positions. If you have special needs as to 
mobility or standing for extended periods, please let 
her know early as there are spots for sit down jobs. If 
you have particular areas or times that you would 
prefer, please apply early.  

 If you have pieces that you are willing to lend 
to the Quilt Walk for the week before the show to be 
scattered across the downtown, please advise Linda 
Carrey and Christine Wood who will be mounting this 
endeavor. More info on this to follow in September. 
They are also looking after the library display cases. 
 We have again invited Judy Lyons to be 
available for quilt and stitchery appraisals. Cost of the 
appraisal will be $50.  If you have something that you 
would like appraised you can prepare over the summer 
by gathering for her a photo for the records, and as 
much information as you have about the pattern, cost 
of fabric, time to complete, techniques used, where it 
was purchased or obtained if not made by you, any 
documentation that you may have available as to 
provenance, etc. Judy will also be providing two bed- 
turning sessions. If you were not at the last QOR, 
Judy is supplied by the members with quilts that are 
interesting, mainly antiques (over 50 years), that she 
will talk about as to block patterns, construction, age, 
etc. There is no cost to entering a quilt into the bed 
turning. It is an entertaining information session 
subsidized by the committee. Values are not supplied, 
but you may be encouraged to have the piece 
appraised if warranted. If you have a piece that you 
would like included in the bed turning, please let me 
know and I will put it on the schedule for one of the 
two sessions. You will be responsible for bringing the 
quilt at the appointed time.  
 Appointment times for the appraisals will be 
scheduled in September. If your quilt or stitchery 
piece is included in the show it can be appraised 
hanging, but must be registered with me in advance. 
Judy will also take late requests during the show- time 
permitting. Appraisals are also available to the public 
at large, so if you know someone with a piece that you 
feel should be appraised for insurance purposes please 
advise them of our show and Judy’s availability. 
 Other items dealing with the upcoming show 
have been included in previous newsletters, please 
refer to them as well to ensure that all of your ducks 
are in a row.... 
 I have tentatively booked our next meeting for 
Tuesday evening May 12th- the week after the guild 
banquet. It will be held at the Parkside Center, not 
quite sure where yet, but we will confirm this with the 
committee prior to that date. This will be a full 
meeting, with reports required as to what has been 
done, and what your plans are for your various 
stations, so we hope that all committee members will 
attend. If you will not be able to attend on this date, 
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please advise Sharon Bourque and provide her with a 
written report for the meeting. 
 Have a wonderful summer and we will see 
everyone again in the fall. 
 
Daintry Chitaroni 673-6650 
Susan Young  560-2544 
 
Mary Roy (Display chairperson) 
Quilt Display Barbara Lipic 
Stitchery Display Juliet McDonald 
   Tracy Gunn 
   Kelsey Gunn 
   Sandra Castonguay 
 
For flyers, posters and bookmarks, please contact 
Valerie Letford or Sandra Desormeaux 
 

Quilts on the Rocks 2009 
SILENT AUCTION 

 
1. All items must meet the same criteria as the show 
itself, i.e. quilting and stitchery only, and be finished. 
2. Donated piece must have a label or be signed by 
donor. 
3. Donations of gift certificates for quilting and 
stitchery services will be accepted, e.g. long arm 
quilting or picture framing. 
4. All items must be received by September 15, 2009. 
5. Minimum bid on each piece is set by donor. 
6. Minimum incremental increase will be determined 
for each item. 
7. Any item without a bid will be returned to the 
donor. 
8. Committee will prepare appropriate bid sheets. 
9. Closing time of bids will be determined by the 
committee closer to date of show, based on how many 
items will be for sale.  
Options are: 
-Close all bids at the same time in the afternoon of 
the second day. 
-Close some bids on the first day and the balance on 
the second day. 
-Close bids at various times throughout the show. 
 
PROCEEDS OF THE SILENT AUCTION WILL GO TO 
THE CUDDLE QUILT PROGRAM. 
 
Marg Conibear, Janet Burns, Evelyn Vallbacka 
 

SOUP’S ON – FALL 2009 
 
The Sudbury Basin Potters will be hosting this event 
again in the fall and have invited our participation.  
They have also asked about the possibility of having 
quilted centerpieces made for all the tables, as part 
of a plan to spruce things up a bit by renting table 
clothes and having matching centres on the tables.  
They will purchase all the necessary supplies to make 
about 15 octagonal table centers, and I will arrange to 
provide instructions.  If you are willing to make one (or 
more) by October, please contact Susan Cardinel at 
560-3642. 
 

Machine Quilters- Did you know??? 
 

A pair of door stops (the rubber wedge ones)can be 
used to change the tilt of their machine 
 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT TO 
APRIL 21/2009 

 
The program was a very busy one this year, with two 
classes running concurrently on many nights.  There 
were two major projects that involved four weeks 
instruction each; a stitchery challenge by Evelyn Yade 
and fabric landscapes by Susan McLeod.  There was a 
stitching course on eleven nights and another 
seventeen presentations had a quilting theme.  In 
addition, there was a Hallowe’en challenge, UFO night 
and a trunk show. 
 
To April 21/09, we have had $498. revenue from the 
Tuesday workshops, with only the chatelaine workshop 
to go.  We only had $10. revenue from our new, 
experimental mentoring program. Only one person 
signed up and next year’s program committee will have 
to evaluate whether or not continuing it is practical. 
 
In addition, the UFO night raised $143, which has 
been dedicated to help with expenses of the year-end 
banquet. 
 
The biggest expense is for the honoraria for the 
ladies who taught the Tuesday workshops.  So many of 
you said that you didn’t want the traditional $10 
honorarium,  that we decided to give a small gift this 
year instead. 
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Overall, the program has made a net profit of 
$380.76 (plus chatelaine revenue to come).  Of this, 
$143 will go to the banquet and the remaining $237 to 
the general account. 
 
Income     
 from Tues. workshops   $    498.00   

 from UFO sales   
 $    
143.00   

 from mentoring   
 $      
10.00   

 Total Income    

 $   
651.
00  

    
 Expenses     

 photocopying   
 $        
9.96   

 Hallowe'en challenge   
 $        
6.78   

 instructors' gifts   
 $    
253.50   

 Total Expenses    

 $   
270.
24  

 Net Income (Loss)    

 $   
380.
76  

 
A separate report on the year-end workshop is 
attached.  It will be self-funded. 
 

EQ Users 
 
Did you know that the Electric Quilt Company offers 
lessons on their website in the form of a Mystery 
Quilt design project?  
 

 

Year End Workshop 2009 Report 
Submitted by: Roma Smith 

 
On February 10, 2009, guild members 

attended a presentation by Roma Smith to select a 
teacher for the year end workshop.  The members 
voted and selected Ruth Adams’ goldwork course.  The 
cost proposed for the course and the kit was $67.00 
per student.  The date for the workshop was set for 
May 2 and 3, 2009.  Sign up for the workshop opened 

on March 3.  All 20 openings for the workshop were 
filled that evening and 7 names were placed on a 
waiting list.   
 

Income and Expenses for the 2009 
Year end Workshop 

 
Expected Revenue 20 @ $67.00   
 $1,340.00 
 
Expected Teaching Expenses         $  630.00 
Kit Supplies Expenses                    $  700.00 
Miscellaneous          $    10.00 
       

    $1,340.00 
 

From Marilyn Clulow: 
 It's here at last!  The new African Fabric 
Shop website is up and running.  
 It seemed to take a long time. Trips to 
Africa, to quilt shows and to textile groups always 
keeping us busy. But The Saturday Boy has been 
working feverishly (as they say in Ghana), locked away 
in his office getting it all set up. I hope you enjoy it 
and find it easier to use - especially the new secure 
online shopping basket. 
 There are lots of new images and pages - not 
just of the fabrics and beads themselves, but we've 
tried to add some more background information about 
all of the goodies we bring back from Africa - a bit 
about how they're made and our friends who make 
them.  
 Many of you have been waiting patiently to 
see all the new fabrics and cloths we brought back 
from our last trip to Mali, Burkina Faso and Ghana. 
New on the website are:  
·       Mud cloths  
http://www.africanfabric.co.uk/mud_cloth.php  
·       Indigo cloths 
http://www.africanfabric.co.uk/indigo_cloth.php  
·       Indigo damask 
http://www.africanfabric.co.uk/indigo_damask.php  
·       Scarves 
http://www.africanfabric.co.uk/scarves.php  
 We've updated all of the Beads pages - now 
under the heading Recycled Beads - as they all are 
recycled! With new colours, shapes and sizes for a lot 
of them. And if you are looking for 3 Cats fabrics, we 
now have them listed as "Shwe Shwe", which is what 
they are called in South Africa. 
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  The biggest change is that we can now take 
your orders online via our secure shopping basket 
system.  Of course if you feel like doing things the old 
fashioned way, you can still print an order form and 
send a cheque. Or, if you have a question and would 
like a chat, you can always ring or email me. I can 
always take your card details over the phone, but 
please do not email card details as this method is not 
secure. 
  To celebrate the launch of our new website, 
we would like to send a small FREE GIFT to the first 
10 customers who order via the new secure online 
shopping basket. You can keep it for yourself or give it 
to a friend! 
 Here's how it works. When you fill in the 
online order form, you will find a box called FREE 
GIFT. Simply type in the word VOLTA and submit your 
order. How easy is that? 
 What's coming up? In June - don't forget 
my Summer Safaris… See my Events Diary for dates 
and details: 
http://www.africanfabric.co.uk/events_diary.php 
  Well, I guess I better go and buy The 
Saturday Boy a beer.  I think he deserves it. When 
you see the new website, I think you'll agree. 
  
Regards 
Magie Relph  
The African Fabric Shop 
E:    magie@africanfabric.co.uk 
W:   www.africanfabric.co.uk  01484 850188 
 

 

My Dear Edith Quilt aka Dear Jane® 
 
          As many of you know, I am now finished my Dear 
Edith version of the Dear Jane® civil war quilt. I 
started my Dear Jane® quilt in November of 2004 as 
an attempt to 
increase my precision piecing and appliqué skills. I 
named the quilt Dear Edith in memory of my mother 
who was never around to benefit from any of my 
quilting pleasures. She is the one who taught me to 
sew when I was young and I am ever grateful for that. 
          The Dear Jane® quilt book by Brenda Manges 
Papadakis , was the source of inspiration for my quilt. 
I purchased the software through Ebay, and that way 
I could print off all the blocks and triangles that I 
needed. The 

original quilt was done in a ‘trip around the world’ 
layout with half inch sashings between each block, and 
a plethora of colours. Anyone who knows me well knows 
that my preference for for fabrics is usually solid 
colours, more of an Amish influence.  I just could not 
bring myself to 
make mine a scrappy coloured quilt, so I decided to 
use a couple of blues that I felt would have been 
around in civil war times, which is when the quilt 
originated. I also decided to use a natural coloured 
muslin to give it the aged look. 
        Thus my journey with Jane started and I have 
never regretted a moment of undertaking such a 
challenge and adventure. It is an incredible learning 
tool for beginners, who will be quite experienced by 
the time they finish. My quilt blocks are completely 
done by hand, a lot of pieced and 
a lot of appliqué blocks in various stages of difficulty. 
I did make sure to keep a lot of the easiest blocks for 
the last so I wouldn’t get too discouraged. The more 
blocks I made, the more hooked on it that I became. 
One appliqué block, Jason’s Jack’s, only has two pieces, 
while a pieced block called Sweet Harmony has 53 
pieces. Altogether there are over 5600 
pieces. 
         The more blocks I made, the more I decided I 
didn’t want to assemble them in rows like the original 
quilt was done. I figured the blocks would all meld into 
one huge blue sea of colour, and probably a stormy sea 
at that, so I decided to set my blocks on the diagonal 
instead and use alternate blocks of plain fabric in 
between so all my handiwork would stand out. Boy did I 
create a lot more work for myself. Changing the layout 
increased the quilt from approximately 80 inches 
square to 98 inches square. This seemed like a much 
more useable size for a quilt in my mind. 
Fortunately with the software, I could figure out the 
size of the body of the quilt and then I was able to 
figure out what the new base size of the triangles for 
the border had to be. Next I found two different 
prints with the same colour background with the same 
design on each, but with 
different colours to the design. When I started to 
assemble the blocks I made a 5 x 5 grid of the center 
first, using the print with the brown for the alternate 
blocks and mostly pieced blocks that had muslin on the 
outer edges. The next two rows around, had the print 
with the blue design 
and the majority of the blocks had blue on the outer 
edges. I repeated this till I had all the blocks 
assembled and was quite pleased with myself for the 



 9

secondary design the alternate blocks provided, even 
though the blue and the brown designs were subtle. 
         One thing I was really pleased with myself for 
doing was taking the time to turn under the seam 
allowance on each of the alternate blocks so I could 
appliqué them over the pieced and appliquéd blocks. It 
became apparent pretty fast, that this method kept 
all the seam allowances under 
the alternate blocks, and everything stayed flat! I 
could roll the quilt up into a ball or toss it on a chair, 
then pick it up and add more blocks, and the quilt 
didn’t need to be pressed to coax the seam allowances 
out of the way. It didn’t need to be pressed until it 
was ready to go to Catherine Sloan to have the layers 
longarm basted together. 
          Once I got the quilt back from Catherine, I 
realized I had to come up with quilting stencils for the 
alternate triangles and blocks. I was hand quilting the 
entire quilt, and wanted designs that would do it 
justice. I chose a feather design for the blue blocks 
and a diamond design for the 
brown ones, just to give a bit more definition to that 
secondary design mentioned earlier. I also designed a 
triangular shaped feather design to fill the alternate 
triangles on the border. I also figured that by having 
two different designs for the 144 alternate blocks 
would help relieve some of the boredom of repetition. 
The theory of the idea for my quilting designs was 
great until I had to actually mark the designs on the 
top. What a nightmare finding something that would 
show up on the background 
colour, and still wash out after I was done. There was 
one white marker that didn’t show up till it dried that 
worked pretty well, and one washable blue marker that 
worked. 
         Another change I made to my quilt top was the 
use of prairie points for the edging instead of the 
scallops used on most others. Did I mention that I 
hate doing my quilts the same as everyone else does?  
I used the same fabrics for the prairie points as I 
used for the blocks, and was really pleased that my 
idea worked. I thought that the use of feather 
designs would add a little softness to the quilting while 
the diamond design and the prairie points would 
compliment the vast number of geometric designs in 
the blocks and triangles. 
        My journey with Dear Jane® was quite the 
learning curve.  
* I learned to think further ahead in the fabric 
planning if it included alternate blocks that required 
marking.  

* I learned that the more pieces that were in a 4 ½ 
inch finished sized block, the wider the seam 
allowance should be left on the outside of the edge 
pieces, this made squaring up much easier and faster 
than redoing part of the block.  
* I did learn that blocks I did with freezer paper 
templates almost always came out the proper size 
since drawing the stitching lines along the edge of the 
cut out freezer paper gave you the extra thread or 
two width lost in the folding of seam allowances. Same 
principal as scant quarter inch 
seams.  I also highlighted the freezer paper pattern 
pieces to make the outside edge stand out. Freezer 
paper piecing for detailed work is a super idea I 
picked up after reading the Quilted Diamonds® books 
by Linda Franz.  
* Changing a layout of a quilt can greatly increase the 
amount of work.  
*I learned to hone my stencil designing skills, and to 
make a backup copy of the designs in case any of them 
go missing. This can cause undue panic.  
*I also learned pretty quickly that everyone who saw 
my blocks and the quilt would assume I was totally 
demented. 
***The biggest thing I learned from all of this, is not 
to be afraid of taking on a major adventure, the 
satisfaction when it is all finished is priceless. 
 As the commercial says:  
Book- $35.00.  
Software to make planning easier-$49.99.   
Fabric for blocks and backing, and the batting- 
$300.00,   
Satisfaction with such an accomplishment once it is all 
done- 
Priceless. 
           If you aren't intimidated by the challenge of 
small piecing, this is definitely an enjoyable project to 
undertake. If you use the software to print off your 
patterns you can also choose to make the blocks 5 inch 
or 5 1/2 inch so that you end up with a bigger quilt 
than the 80 inch x 80 inch original. I do know of a lot 
of people that just use the book and trace the designs 
for the blocks onto freezer paper. I could do this quilt 
again if I didn't have at least a half dozen other quilts 
in mind to do first. 
 
I thought I would pass this site on, has some 
interesting dear jane quilts... along with some redwork 
info 
http://redwork-in-germany.blogspot.com/ 
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From the Editor’s Desk 
 

 I find it hard to believe that another guild 
year is almost over. It doesn’t seem like it was so long 
ago that we started back in September. Time just 
flies by way too fast! I would say that it has been a 
productive year for me, the best part of course was 
the finishing of my Dear Edith quilt. As many of you 
have noticed, I just have this thing for small piecing. I 
have been busy playing with Linda Franz’s new Inklingo 
programs, a couple of which I have used for the last 
two hand piecing classes that I taught. It is just so 
neat to be able to iron freezer paper onto the right 
side of fabric and then feed it through my inkjet 
printer and have all the cutting, stitching and matching 
points printed onto the back. I doubt very much that I 
ever would have done either of my two current 
projects using English paper piecing, with templates, I 
might have though, but this makes it so much easier 
and the precision is impeccable. 
 I have almost 200 pinwheels made for one 
project that uses half hexagons with ¾ inch seams. 
Carol Erskine is doing the same pinwheels also, and 
thoroughly enjoying it too. I am also finally making a 
quilt that I have wanted to make for years. However 
my Grandmothers Flower Garden may only end up being 
a baby quilt size since the seams on the hexagons are 
only ¼ inch. I just love the fact that I can print on 
some really ugly fabrics, cut the pieces out, and sort 
them into individual colour groups, and since the 
hexagons are so small, no one would ever believe what 
an ugly they came from. 
 I must say that I have thoroughly enjoyed 
my newsletter experience. People that never get 
involved in the running of the guilds positions, have no 
idea of what they are missing out on. I won’t say this 
is the last issue of the newsletter that I will ever do, 
but I will be here to offer assistance to Sharon and 
anyone else who decides to take it on in the future.  I 
think it is awesome that Sharon has decided to take 
on this endeavour and hope everyone takes a few 
moments out of their time to send in articles to her. 
Our readership enjoys having something that takes 
more than three minutes to read! 
 Next year I will take over doing the Inclub 
quilt for the third time. I know I threatened at the 
executive meeting to make members sew three inch 
blocks if no one else took over the position. I thought 
I would let you know that I have had a change of 

heart. I spent the weekend working on my design so it 
wouldn’t have any 3 inch blocks in the design. It will 
however have a large number of 4 inch x 2 inch flying 
geese, and a large number of 2 inch square 4 patch 
blocks. There will also be some 4 inch finished sized 
redwork blocks for the stitchers to work on! Well 
maybe not red thread, but same principle. A little 
something for everyone and nothing that is terribly 
difficult. Kits will be ready for the first night back to 
guild. I have already figured out the yardage 
requirements needed so I will be anxiously awaiting 
Pat’s May Sale. 
 One thing I did figure out with taking over 
the inclub quilt this year was that I could indeed get 
EQ5 to install on my laptop that has Windows Vista on 
it! I was thinking about getting EQ6, but in order to 
only get the upgrade, I had to have EQ5 already 
installed! I went to the EQ website and read through 
the forums until I found a post that said that EQ5 can 
indeed be installed. Once I had that done, I was well 
on my way to designing the Inclub quilt, and didn’t have 
to get the upgrade yet!  
 Quilts on the Rocks is fast approaching and 
I hope everyone spends some time finishing up their 
projects and challenges. Don’t forget to make goodies 
to sell in the Boutique, lots of goodies!!! I know myself, 
that I only had a couple of leftovers from the items I 
had in the boutique.  
 Have a great summer everyone and see you 
all in September! 
 
Patti MacKinnon 

 

Upcoming Quilt Show 
 

Log Cabin Quilters 
Quilt Show 

 
Sat May 30th from 10am – 5 pm 
Sun May 31st from 11am – 4pm 

 
Petawawa Civic Centre 

16 Civic Centre Rd 
Petawawa, ON K8H 3H5 

Phone: 613-687-5678 
 

Admission: $5.00 for Adults 
Children 12 & under are  

free when accompanied by an adult 
 


